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“The first decent sized fence that I did 
was 3.5km around a garden centre 
and nursery; the only equipment I 
had, was a quad bike, a trailer and 
an aluminium maul. A friend of mine 
helped me and we took it in turns 
knocking in twenty posts at a time. 
The straining posts were knocked in 
standing on the front of the quad bike 

and the intermediates standing on a 
trailer. Technicians today would not do 
this and thankfully health and safety 
would not allow it!” added Steve

Fast forward 30 years and Suddenstrike 
Fencing has developed in to a 
professional fencing contractor, 
specialising in wildlife, agricultural 

and equine fencing, operating out of 
its Nantwich base close to the motorway 
network. Steve, who employs sixteen 
people and is currently looking to recruit 
a further four, still runs the company 
but admits he is now getting a bit 
long in the tooth to do the day to day 
installation work. 

SUDDENSTRIKE FENCING  
FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
“I REMEMBER THE FIRST RABBIT FENCE THAT I INSTALLED, MANY, MANY YEARS 
AGO; IT WAS 120METRES AGAINST A GOLF COURSE IN WILMSLOW. IT TOOK ME 
A WEEK TO DO IT AND WAS AN ABSOLUTE NIGHTMARE,” EXPLAINED STEVE 
WILKINSON, FOUNDER OF CHESHIRE-BASED SUDDENSTRIKE FENCING.  

He does, however, have a fantastic team 
of support staff. James, his son, does 
the accounts, COSHH Assessments, 
Risk Assessments, Method Statements, 
websites, produces all of the advertising 
material and does anything technical. 
Daughter Emily deals with the customers 
and staff on a daily basis and also 
organises the advertising and marketing, 
and generally keeps everybody in order. 
Carl, Emily’s husband, ensures that the 
right products, equipment and staff 
are in the right place, at the right time 
and also makes sure that the work 
is carried out to Steve’s specification 
and detail.

The company’s motto is Suddenstrike 
Fencing, the best in the field. 
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ProFencer®

Proven In The Field By A Professional Contractor

• 8 Hydraulic Control Functions

• Self-Loading

• Side Shift

•  Forward and back shift for  
hydraulic tensioning

• Height and vertical adjustment

• Hydraulic top link

• Hydraulic clamp

• Optional rewind mechanism

• Can be mounted front or rear of tractor

 Farm Machinery and Equipment  
Innovation Award Winner  

at Lamma 2014

For more details contact Allan Froggatt
Mobile: 07785 700952       Email: info@profencer.co.uk       www.profencer.co.uk

“It is our aim to provide the best 
possible fence,” continued Steve “at 
the best possible price and to do this 
we employ the best staff, buy the best 
materials and the best equipment from 
the best manufacturers. 

“Last year we invested in excess 
of £100,000 on new equipment. I 
went to look at various tracked post 
drivers and then decided on the Bryce 

HD180 without even looking at it. In 
my opinion, there is no other machine 
on the market that compares with the 
HD180, with its low ground pressure 
capabilities, 400kg hammer, rock 
spike and the ability to drive posts 
in effectively through 180 degrees 
and at most angles. 

Continues page 30
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“It doesn’t matter if the posts are round, 
square or gate posts. It is the safest, 
most versatile, machine available. The 
only downside with this machine is 
that all of the staff want to use it so 
we are now currently talking to Jock 
about a second machine! 

“Another piece of equipment that we 
have invested in is the ProFencer from 
Alan Froggatt. Again, I had looked at 
other equipment, had briefly spoken 
to Alan and again decided to place 
the order with him. 

“There is no other piece of equipment 
like it on the market that is as versatile 
and precise at what it does. It gives 
us the capability to dispense, tension 
and re-wind 500metre rolls of wire 
safely and efficiently. We have also 
purchased a Kubota 900 RTV and 
placed a compressor on the back with 
an auto-rewind hose. The attachments 
that we have bought to complete this 
piece of equipment, allow us to remove 
staples, drill holes, hog-ring, nail and 
staple. 

“It is in effect a mobile tool box and 
workshop. No longer do the lads say oh 
I just need to walk back to the vehicle 
to get staples or hand tools. We also 
have a Kubota 3Tonne excavator. It’s 
the job of this machine to remove all 
of the old fence lines. It also has a 
hedge cutting attachment enabling us 
to cut the hedges back and install the 
fence line exactly where the customer 
requires it giving them a one stop shop 
for fencing and a complete service. 
We purchase our wire from Hilary at 
Tornado and our electric goods from 
Jason at Hotline.” Added Steve.

Suddenstrike has recently installed 
a deer fence for a high profile 
customer who was awe struck with 
their equipment, efficiency of the 
staff, attention to detail and the tidy 
condition that the site was left in once 
the work was completed.

Steve continued “Even in the wet 
ground conditions, the equipment we 
use has caused minimal damage. The 
customer has since emailed us to say 

what a fantastic job the lads had done 
and the work, that took us three days 
to complete, would have taken their 
previous contractor two weeks. 

“We have also recently installed 2000 
metres of fox-proof fencing around a 
free-range poultry unit; 36,000metres 
of rabbit netting for Network Rail; a 
specialist Lemur enclosure for a local 
zoo as well as many, many miles of 
agricultural and equine fencing.

“A lot of our work is repeat work or 
referrals from existing customers. This 
tells me that we are achieving the 
company’s goals of best product, best 
price and best service.

“I would like to thank all of our suppliers 
for their continued support and 
especially Fencing News for providing 
us with an excellent magazine and 
information,” concluded Steve.

It might be a fair while since Steve 
installed that rabbit fence but his 
attention to detail and passion for 
fencing will ensure that Suddenstrike 
continues to grow.

Suddenstrike Fencing on  
01270 619147  
www.suddenstrikefencing.co.uk, 
mail@suddenstrike.co.uk
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